History of Licensure in Idaho 
Recollections from Ruth Schneider and Elaine Long
July 2023 

Pre-licensure work by our affiliate (1990-1993), a recollection from Ruth Schneider, MPH, RDN, FAND on July 17, 2023.

"We had to try three times before licensure passed. The first two times, our lobbyists were Maria Eschen and Nancy Donald, and our Bill included a practice act, which is why it was so opposed. Judi Schuerman started the process with the BOM but was not involved in the second two attempts. On the 3rd attempt, we hired a lawyer lobbyist (I can't remember his name, but I remember he was also the lobbyist for big tobacco.) We also hired Karen Mangum, RD, to lobby for us. We took the practice act out of this third Bill, which passed quickly, so it was just a title protection licensure.

Melaleuca and the complete health food industry opposed the Bill in the first two tries. An individual from Virginia flew out the night before the hearing and organized a protest on the steps of the State Capitol Building." 

Affiliate Presidents Ruth Schneider, Judi Schuerman, and Patty Marinic were involved in these attempts.  

1994 – Licensure Statute passed by the Idaho Legislature and signed by the Governor.
Below is the purpose of the Statute as passed in 1994. 
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T54CH35/SECT54-3501/


In 2015, the BOM received a request to update the Statute from an RDN working in diabetes care. The concern was RDNs could not adjust insulin while RNs could.  
This RDN wanted RDNs in her facility to be able to do this. 

Mary Leonard, BOM, supported this request and formed a work group committee. 

The Licensure Work Group members included Idaho Academy members Sue Linja, Megan Williams, Julie Walker, Barbara Grant, Becky Sulik, and Elaine Long. This group worked with Mary Leonard at the BOM to update our Statute from spring 2015 to spring 2016. 

Mary Leonard, RN, from the BOM, drafted the updates. We had input on the Statute language from the Academy's team and CDR.
 
On the advice of H&W Chair Fred Wood, MD, we did not use the term scope of practice in the final Bill. Instead, the BOM replaced scope of practice with dietetic practice, adding a new section to the Statute. https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T54CH35/SECT54-3502A/
Mary Leonard reviewed licensure statutes in other states for language to include.


The Bill was sent to Governor C. Butch Otter in the fall of 2016 and introduced in the 2017 Legislative session.

The BOM sponsored the Bill during the 2017 legislative session. Megan Williams was President. 

We did not have a lobbyist.  

Members of the Idaho Academy attended the H&W Committee meetings in support of the Bill. 

We had relationships with the H&W Committee Chairs (Representative Fred Wood and Senator Lee Heider), several H&W Committee Members (Sue Chew), and strong support from the BOM.

In 2017, newer House and Senate committee members opposed the Bill. 
We did not have relationships with these members. 

The main concern was the potential to restrict people who worked in health food stores, diet centers, gyms, etc., from giving nutrition advice.

Megan Williams, Sue LInja, and Elaine Long compiled a list of RDNs who lived in the H&W Committee members' districts. We used these lists to ask members to contact their legislators.

There was also opposition to the Bill from Certified Nutritionists. These individuals have college degrees. We have several in Idaho. 

Another group of non-degree individuals opposed the Bill and wrote letters to H&W Committee members.

Anne Lawler from the BOM testified for us. A few others testified for us, including Megan Williams RDN, Julie Walker RDN, a physician from St. Lukes, and a nurse from St. Lukes.

Idaho Academy members showed up to support. 

The Bill passed the House H&W Committee and then the House.

Next, the Bill went to the Senate H&W Committee and passed.

Again, Anne Lawler testified for us, and Idaho Academy members showed up for support. 

The BOM acted quickly to get the Bill to the Senate floor.

The Bill made it to the Senate floor but did not pass. We were devastated. 

The reason was an objection on the part of a Senator from Boise (I don't remember his name; he was an attorney) about the disciplinary sanctions. The BOM added the same language on discipline to our Statute as in other BOM statutes, which concerned this Senator and others. 

What happened next was a Hail Mary end run in the last week of the legislature.
Anne Lawler from the BOM set up a meeting to discuss the Bill with this Senator and key H&W Committee members. We were not involved. 

As an aside, Anne Lawler, RN, Juris Doctorate, still works for IDOPL, and we have an established relationship with her. 

After this meeting, the BOM agreed to remove the contested language.   

Link to the agreed-upon disciplinary language. https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T54CH35/SECT54-3510A/


With only one week to go, Senator Heider and Representative Wood referred the revised Bill to a joint committee that approved the revised language. The Bill went back to both the House and Senate. 

The Bill was passed by both the House and the Senate in the nick of time before the legislature adjourned. 

Governor C. Butch Otter signed the Bill in April 2017.  

Current Statute: https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T54CH35/

Additional information on Licensure in Idaho 

2022 Idaho Licensure Application Revised 

Members of the Idaho Academy (Char Byington, Sue Linja, and Elaine Long) worked with the BOM to include use of CDR verification on the licensure application.  

The BOM approved using CDR verification in November 2022.
Link to the application: https://apps-dopl.idaho.gov/IBOMPortal/BoardAdditional.aspx?Board=DIE&BureauLinkID=150

The BOM is considering two-year renewal and renewal on licensee’s birthday. 
HB 028 – 2023 Idaho Legislature 

In January 2023, House Bill 023, was brought forth to the House Health and Welfare Committee.  Link to Bill: https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0028.pdf

Statement of purpose: https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0028SOP.pdf
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Kudos to the Idaho Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics!

IDAHO ACADEMY OF
NUTRITION & DIETETICS

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics

Members of the Idaho Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics launched a
successful grassroots effort to respond
to Idaho House Bill 28 by partnering
with other professional groups
(Physical Therapists, Occupational
Therapists, Respiratory Therapists, and
Athletic Trainers). HB 28 would have
formed an Allied Health Professionals
Board for these five

professions. Currently, two of these
professions have independent boards
and the other three professions have
advisory boards under the Idaho Board
of Medicine. After an intense two
weeks of meetings and numerous
emails, HB 28 has been returned to
the Idaho Division of Occupational and
Professional Licenses. The Idaho
Academy appreciates the support of
the Academy’s Licensure and
Consumer Protection Team, Lisa Eaton
Wright and Charla Burrill.




